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Bauncceſſor begins. And you tell me the reaſon, why 


T Have eee yours, wheat 4elire that Lwoutd » 28 
concur with you in ſetting my Hand to a Petition, in 
order to procure a Bill to paſs in Parttament, for the  _ 
alterin o& the Law, which makes the Avoidance 4 

an Eccleſiaftical Benefiee, or Promotion, to be the Term 
where the Right of the Predeceſſor ends, and that of yu 1 


ſeveral others deſire to have this effected, is to uf fig 29 ͤ 
the Predeceſſor; becauſe often Miniſters dy ying — „ 
veſt, they loſe the whole Profits of the year, and the Ste 
ceſſors go away with them, wh e may be but 
juſt come into the Benefice, and therefore cannot lay fo 
"Equitable a Claim to them, as he that hath' ſerved te 
Cure the whole year before. ' And ur grand ent 
for it is, That often the Predeceſſor leaves'a Wie aeg 
Children in Poverty behind him; for whoſeComfort and 1-28 
Support, Charity, as well as Juſtice, 2 that he ſhonld - 155 3 
have fome ſhare of the 5 Harveſt, in proportion to = 

; that part of the year, in which he ſerved; the Che. „ 
Zut however fond you are of this Proje&, I muſt YE, 3% 1 990 "A 
Are 70 be excuſed from going with you into it. PRE pies” I 
fible pretence of Charity dn the one hand, is At fe e 5 bs 
with me to over-ballance the miſchiefs which will follow _ + 
on the other, both in the Injuſtice to the Bnecefſor, ana 
the damage to the Church of God, which will be done 
thereby, ſhould the thing take effect, as yon propos. 
But to clear to you the whole State of this matter, T „ 
will ſhew Jou, 1. What was the antient _ in this caſe, : 29 
e 2. How the Er at preſe is, and How it "ml 
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© Ficorum C in- 
veſtigandum : before you the Reaſons, which I have againſt it. 


et, & C unn. And firſt, By the Canon Law the Rule was, that on 
guicmue. De the Death of the Incumbent not (a) only all the Profits 


"Tefta mentis 


EC quran. [afterwards accruing or any way ariſing out of.the Bene- 


dam, C cum fice ſhould go to the Succeſſor, but alſo. that, whatſoever 


in Officiis, Oelſe he left at his Dęath, which was gotten before out of 
pia nos, & 
FE Reltatam any Church Revenue inveſted in him, was again to return 


e 2. De to the Church, out of which he got it. And the Execu- 


oy tors could. claim nothing of that, I» was left by the 
O ſed hoc i- deceaſed, but what could be proved to have been his O.] n 
didem. Private Inheritance, or the Gift of Friends, or to. have. 

cen. ſaved or gotten out of that, which was by. -one.of ; 


4) Lindwood; 
de Conſuetu- | 


| dine C nullus oc 8 
Sede, theſe two ways his own proper Eſtate BE ay Ob 


te) Vide el. But before the Canon Law, came 3 or bat 


* — obtained any force here (Which was not till about an Hun- 
Tom. 2. p. dred Years after the Conqueſt) i it was ſetled as an eſta- 


; £255: 2-255 bliſhed Uſage and Cuſtom in this Church, and it was af- 


p. 302. terwards confirmed by a Provincial Conſtitution ( b-). by 


: AL Rare Edmund of Abington, dor of Canterbury, Anno Ds. 


em Waheri 1236, that a Miniſter might not only diſpoſe of whatſqe- 


kc Cantilup® yer he had at his Death, though gotten out of the Church, 


— try but alſo (e) that, in caſe he live tall Lagy-e dax, he might 


Fundem, To. then by his. Will give away to whom he ſhould think fit, 
| © 7-13 00 all the Profits « of his Benefice, which ſhould Accrue from it oy 
irutionem till the Michael mat following. But (4d 1) if he. made no 


| Gulicini Bare Wil,, or elſe did not in his Will, Ce) in eſpecial Words, 


Epiſcox | 
; e Pine me and bequeath the ſaid Profits, they 1155 went to the : 
] 1 Succeſſor. eee ee 
Ant in caſe they man expreſly named, and bequeath- $; 


"es ar ed in the Bid; Will, J. 0 Fs | 
EWalteri dle IS 
EEpiſcopi Exonienſs apud eundem Spelmanium,” Tom. 2. p. 389. & * TR 
a, 72 . p. 452. 2 | 
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77 . pe came to be 1 eſtabliſhed : then, 3. Stating the AI- 
© Peculio Cle-.teration, which you would have made ein, Lwill lay 
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Church in this caſe provided, in allowing ont of thoſe 
Tithes for the ſerving of the Cure till the Lady-day follow- 
ing, as may (g) be ſeen in many ſuch Wills of Clergy: men 4 b 

_. now remaining in the Principal Regiſtry of this Diocels, f 92. f 95: 
don as far as the times of the Reformation. And altho'*- 1 & 
ſome particular Dioceſſes had ſome peculiar! Cuſtoms con- f 116. 
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a particular Clauſe in them to oblige their Executors ex- 


another, yet moſt generally the uſage was, 


7 


Allowances were to be made for the ſerving of the Ga 


. the Payment of all Penſions, Procurations, and Synodals, mw 22 
and the Diſcharge of all other Burdens of the Church till tbe 


Lady- day following. And often the Miniſters themſelves, |. 5 _ 
when they diſpoſed of thoſe Tithes in their Wills, did add n 


actly to comply with what was by the Conſtitution of the 


a) anc 


n Ally 
cerning this matter wherein they did alittle vary one from oe, 1 3 


1. That (+) -all-Obventions, Mortuaries, and other Huge 


: Dues, which'did properly belong to the Altar, and all the Sein Bees 
Profits of the Glebes, excepting ſuch as had been ſown by u. -Epiſcopi 


Norwicenſis in 


the Predeceſſor before his Death, ſhould go to the Succeſ- loco fupra c, 
ſor for the bearing and diſcharging of the Burdens of the 28 302. 


Church, and could not be diſpoſed of from him by the s. — 7 11 


Will of the Predeceſſor. And if theſe were not ſufficient Ouivil Epit- 


for this purpoſe, then (i further Allowances were to be 1911 8 


made out of the Profits bequeathed by the ſaid Will to Im mums} 
. ſupply, what was deficient, till the Lady-day following. + 

7 2. In caſe! the Predeceffor lived till After Harveſt, and 2%, 350 
Vas in actual poſſeſſion of all the Profits accruing from onem Epileo= 
it at the time of his Death, yet (9 if the other Profits pi E meme 


Om. 2. P. 


apu ud can" 


_ . accruing afterwards from the Benefice, were not ſuffici- . Pap 
6 Ws for all the Purpoſes aforeſaid; till the Lady -day follow: 41m. © Line 


the Deficiency was to be fopplied o. out of the Goods = 


7. 80 of the ER and terotore, e  _ nullus Roe 


| abroad; ibid. Conſtitutio Watteri de Cantilupo ſupra citata. e 
95 Li , Made. Conftitutio Vreni eee YRS CC bb 
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oY -ars from hence that * 1 
Co age of i is Church, 1. The Profits of aBenefice whenever 
\ Statuimus we: a (1) were to go to the bearing of all the Burdens, 
; Ea and diſcharging all the Duties of it for the whole Year ante- 
*cepit cedent to all other Uſes and Conſiderations whatſoever ; 
umnales, and, 2dz,T hat this Year was computed () from Lady-day 
13 to Lbs, and not from M:chaelmas to Micbael mas, and 
wadrageſi- therefore, the Miniſter dyed before Lady-day, not any 
am c-x- thing of the cnſving Profits went to the Executor, but al 
Ae to the St , 3s well Tithes as Olebes, without any 
y Oris o- Beduction or Allowances whatſoever, to the Benefit of 
Feta the deceaſed ; excepting only that, if any of the Olebes 
n ie . were ſown, the Charges, he had been at in the Tilling, 
dlupracna- Manuring, and Sowing of the ſame, were to be again re- 
wStatuimus funded to him. But this muſt be underſtood only in Caſe. 
the Succeſſor were (u) immediately inſtituted. For in all 
tne thoſe Benefices, where the Predeceſfor had none of the 
du Ter- Fruits accruing after his Death, the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ines . ceſs had (eO all the Profits during the Vacancy ; and there- 
a fd fore, if the Inſtitution were Aterved till 4 Harveſt, 
— & in that Harveſt as well as all other Profits of the Benefice, 
hos — _ the Vacancy, did all lapſe to the Biſhop, and he. 
tur, e diſps ed of them , as he thought fit. 
This Uſage or Cuſtom went no, farther than Avoy- 
— e by Death ; For if the Predeceſſor (ao) did reſigu 
upradifttum his Benefice, or voided it by Ceſſion, or was deprived of it, 
4 — 00-the very day of the Avoydance, heloſt all further Claim 
to any of the Profits, which ſhonld afterwards accrue, 
ee and they all went to the Succeſſor. But if he did reſigr 
— in ter the Beneſice, or left it by Ceſſion, or were deprived « Y 


fisexcolendis after pa he was bound out of the Profits, whicl *. 
$ Execu- 
toribus allocentur, - Petrus Quivil Cotes mae in loco ſupra citato. i 00 Bede | 


tamen defunRi, ſi ante tempus Meſſium fuerit 72 tam fructus Terxæ, quam Decima 

rum integre percipiat. Malieru de Cantilupo in pra citato. (o) See the Preguible 
to the 48, 28 F. f. c. 11. 409) Confuetudo providens in caſu mortis non — ad 
ms caſus. Lane ibid ad verb. e 
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fits received after the 
be ſufficient for N. 


fn 
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This Uſage or Cuſtom was peculiar: to this King 


it muſt be taken notice of, that although I name Lady 
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voidance did not amount to 
and Practiſed in it contrary to the Canon Law, and com- 
mon Right, and the uſage of all other Churches. But here HY 


| hadaforcreceived, to provide for the ſerving of the cue 


paying of the Penſions, and bearing, all other Burdens of 
the C ee ee -7 following, ſo far, as the Pro-— 


\ 2 
„ 


SARS IO 


for the time, after which the Miniſter might diſpoſe of 


deb yet in all Dioceſſes, this day was not exactiy ob: 
ed for the fixed Term, from which the Miniſter hada 


ſerv 


W z; and that he} that lived res 


) of -Winebeftery;p..;; Cui 


do begin at Midlext-Sumday, Lady-day,' Maundly Tharſ cs = uxIM 


or Eafter-dzy makes very little differenee in the Matter. 


ppealed 
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| Exntniins rhe Ke gictrtes of other Di fler 
heed _ matter in them alſo. 12 


che 2675 Tear of the 

the Firſt-fraits of all 
Promotions, bein g by Act of Paniment 
td Diffctities dic atiſe in che T1 


1 wa chin: no Thannbent ſhould take Poſſeffun of, dr medd 

1 a wich ehe Profits of the Denefice, or other Spiritual Pro— 
1 3 5 _ | modton, __ he had Dt Off d with the — Dr the 
| the :fait * ) 0030 ma 8 eie 


und Mutec in the lad AR. AE as where ; nh Prede- 
„ His Executors had the Profits till 


Ge 5. by being de Stived of the ſame, the 10 Biſhop 
5 cee Poſs the neut Inſtitation, and often delayed 

5 enjoy the Fruits 
> "ofthe Vacaney, the Clergy thought it a great Hardſhip. 
mon eum (C 2 to be made in their 


forthe faig Fire) rules other br wth. 
che tw, e, b, l began to park ii Ply =. 
would be a Damage s ; 


7% 2 15 ib 


which the 


«3h * : "I L . . 
5 n WALLS MAR * EY / * 838 7 wo 
. 6 re 4 3 * er * FA 9 Y 
18 * 1100 * N nnr * y 8 wan * 1 4 ** 
1 N * * 8 Mes {er EE aas it * 
"% 8 8 X y * N 2 "IF", © * 8 EMT , 9 n N e EAT * 


. for any Bouches or ehe $ | I 
| ſhoult: begin and be accoynted . — 3 | 


oY e 
* 


| fom the Avoidance of the ſaid Benefice, __ 

motion, (And that the Tirkes, Fair, 
| tions, E i — Udvents 
all other | nn Fg Caſualties, 2 Profits cert 
_ tary Sato belongingito- 


ice 3 Reals, a whey he King 7 Ba $row: 
+ 4r5fing, vor cunring „ n the Hime of Palin ö the 
01440 ion Spiritual | Ball belong, and effer to ſuch- 2242 

= } be therennto next-preſented, promoted, mnftiented, 7 

 adlzuetted,': and: to bis 


7 region towards the Pq 5 2 1 of) 
ft fruit #0 the King's 1 5 Bir 15 4 175 
. e Jag e ho bs 


pi - (w) st. 
25 8.4. 11. 
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: = e -and therefore, if f Church there be an 
Cuſtom or r Uſage ſtill continued, that the deceaſed ſhall 


in this Land for the ke ding of the Rig ht © hetwren Pre 5 


Pre 
his Deceaſe (as in ſome there is). it is direc 


88 for the DO 0 he loſeth. All the Prong . 


MM though he hath done none of the Duties to entitle 
Bim to them, and therefore for the preventing of this 


A plead not only, Juſti 
the D 


a * 1 Y. E 
» > "4 
1 ö ld 
Z 
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to.chis 7 and cannot hold gooc + vgrmas | 
And thus ſtated, what was the: anden it Uſage 


ie Benefice,. and the next who comes into it enjoys them * 


e you. would have an Act of Parliament el bg F 
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| Wes are, 0 ften: left in ſuch low: Circumſtances, as 1 
'4 ſerving of it. But this, if effected as you: Propoſe, 
how ever 1 — — it may An kg at firſt ght r 


5 thoroughly conſidered, will be found to have neither Cha- 
+ my nor Jultice in it, but that on the contrary it will be a 


ery great and unreaſonable Hardfhip. upon the Miniſter, 
that next ee my of _ Gd to riie Church 
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_ whic foffow. 

"For, 1. As to the Charity 

'verty of the deceaſed Miniſter p loads my oy thing 

=, Sorel Kew ho refooſt of te Family 

rind bim, moſt an end the Poverty of the eceff 
K agair oo it. The Peeeaſed Miniſter T7 


for what 


he jesves 


ie with great Charges for Inſtirorion, 


. "And by time all 
una comes into the Living . — 
deen Prdecfr may be wurde 0 Out of if. And 

93 ment fort 5 he 
Es Foal i nor atf6 


—— for the Sneceſſerꝰ If 
e Charity due to the Wife and Chñdret of che decgaſecd, 
all means let them be confidered; and provided fer 28 
Cßarity directs ; but why muſt the'whole Toad of it Be 
eat upon one that needs Charity perefiatice a ritwely as 
they 7 What is this hut te oppreſs one poor: Perſon to 
provide for another, vl i ordered dy EUR 
on the one Hand, eee try of the Breneh of 1 | 
+ too on che Ger? ene egen Fears of Cha 

rity are not the few Mites of the Poor, but the i- 
_ tes of the Rich, and therefore if the deceaſed Miniſter 
© e 

ug rortery, 8 

and. Hs other Friends, Relations and Aecqt A tance, open 
theft Rees and theft Perſer org this Occaſion, and out of 
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: neſit of His: . Mdnities: 1 the * . 0 of. 1 F pry Ting 1 7 
pleaſure of his Converſation, and many other Advantages 


from him, while he lived among them, and therefore are 
more bound to ſhew Charity and Kindneſs to thoſe he 
leaves behind him, when dead, than the next Miniſter. 
wo ſucceeds, who being moſt an end poor himſelf, and 
___ wholly a Stranger to the deceaſed, hath neither where: 
with, nor any ſuch Obligation upon him to ſhew that - 


Kindneſs and Charity to them, - which you would put up- 
on him. And therefore, how much ſoever the Family of 


the Predeceſſor may need Relief and Comfort after his De- 
ceeaſe, I cannot call it Charity to ſupply their Wants in 

the Way which you propoſe out of that which belongs to 
the Succeſſor, becauſe I reckon it will be a greater breach 
of Charity to take from and impoyeriſh the one, than it 
will be an act of Charity to give to and relieve the other. 

But, 2dly, Suppoſing the Succeſſor be not in fuch low 
Ct Circumſtances, as I have ſaid, but is plentifully provided 


for by an Inheritance of his own Cas. ſometimes hap- 


Fr pens) yet his ſhare of the Charity will be ſufficiently paid | 
* other particulars. of Expence for the deceaſed, which 


uſually fall una voidably to his Account to bear for him, 


5 For thoſe Miniſters, who. leave Wives and Children be- 
bind them in ſo low and poor a Condition, as to be fit 
Objects for Charity, uſe alſo to leave at the ſame time 
ges Dilapidations to be repair d, and great Arrears of 
Tenths to be paid by them, Who next ſucceed. . And if 


the Succeffors take all this upon themſelves without requi- 


ring from the Executors of the deceaſed thoſe Reimburſe- 

ments, which the Law will give them (and this they al- 

ways muſt, when nothing but Objects of Charity are left 
behind JI think this alone will be aficient for their ſhare 
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313, Many Miniſters die without having any Family at 


- al and eta have Families doJeave them in ſuch a 
plentiful Condition, as to need no Charity to ſuppott 
them after their Deceaſe; and here certainly there can be 

no room for your Plea of Charity, and yet your Propoſa! 
extends to them, as well as the reſt, and they alſo muſt 


Have a ſhare in the next Harveſt of their Succeſſors, how 


little ſoever they want it, and how. much ſoever the others; 
who moſt an end come bare into their Loving: may ſtand 
in need of it. And what is this, but to rob the Poor to 
give to the Rich, and take from. thoſe, whom. you ought- 
rather to help, to give to them, who ſtand in no need of 


it? Here you can by no means be ſaid to do any deed of 


Charity in reſpect of thoſe to whom you give, but in re- 


ſpect of thoſe from whom you take you will be very often = 


guilty of 2 great and very oppreſſive Breach of it. 
„There are but two juſtifiable Cauſes of the Pover- , 
ty, in which a Miniſter ma 7 7 bis Family behind him. 
1. The ſmallneſs and. inſufficiency of the Living to main 


tain him; and, 2. The low Cireumftances in which he 


may firſt come to it. For where the Livings are ſo ſmall 
as to be ſcarce ſufficient to find a daily ſupport for the Mi- 
nifter and his Family. while:he is 18 55 and, abundance 
of ſuch there are in this Realm) no wonder then that his 


Family be leſt in Poverty behind him after his Death, 


And although the Living be of a better ſixe, yet if the 
Mirtiſter be impoveriſhed on his firſt coming into it (as 
is the caſe of many) it is often a long time before he can 


again recover himſelf, and if he dies in the interim, its 
certain his Family muſt.bein want after his Deceaſe. And f 


in both theſe Caſes there is all the Reaſon in the World. 
| to move ior e for en, but. Mey Method, which 5 
you 
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| that can be — upon. - Would you * to Dory FRE 
true Phyſician to remedy this Matady the Church, you 
41 the Cauſe, and there firſt endeavour the 
Cure by removing that which makes the Diſeaſe, and 
| ink of fomemar king Eivings to be 1 
— $ oor olficiite in of in them, and leſſening o 
G Chi unge - which fo often impoveriſheth chem. af t 505 er 
| Ht coming me them. But inftead of doing this by lay, 
'the-whoſe burderr of the Charity upon the S891 
you way enexeafeboth theſe Cauſes, which bring Mini- 
erst ap” and>thereby wilt opprefs more, than you 
_ withelp; ne Ware Objects o Chariey, than you 


_ wilFrefieve. =; vhs 

Fer, 1 If it Bath zeer this inks of the Living, 

| thay Rach made the Pretecefior die poor, will not thing, 

weh was's ſinalFFiving to the Predeceffor, be a ſmall 

Living to the Sncceſfor too? Ant if o take out of it 
to pr vide Charity: for: the Relief of the Family of the Pre- 
_ deceſſor, will not rijjs be to make it fmaller to him that 

| batt it And wilt D Pee make that, 

wert y to the Pre: . Yo 


ing > n a Minter was chat. Wren 045 

Predecclior: poor, this: is l why you 
ud diminifft 14 fit to har next. fiicceeds, 
r Bring: him and His Family into. a worſe | 
fan the fe mer. and fo become the Cauſe of | 
hg — Poe 
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on erregt per en it, leder ett r 1 „ 
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his Famil from falling into Poverty, much fs wilt the 


a 7 nd 2 inn „ © DW OY 
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| Succeſſor b e able to do it, when ſo Defalcated in the be- 
ginning, as you would have him to e. And therfore this 
way to provide Charity for the Poor Families of Miniſters 

deceaſed, will be in this Caſe manifeſtly to enereaſe the 


cauſe of Poverty. among Miniſters, and make theSucceſſors 


to leave their Families in much. greater Want, than thoſe 
that went before them, and ſo, Tinker like, while [you _ 


mend one Hole, you will make others twice as big. 


2. If it hath been from the low Circumſtances, in which 


We Miniſters uſually. come into Livings, that any of them 
leave their Families in Poverty behind them, if you take 
from them the next Harveſt after their Admiſſion,” will not 
this be to ſink theſe their low Circumſtances much lower, 
and thereby make them in this Caſe in the ſame manner 
as in the former, leave their Families, when they come to 
5 die, in a much poorer Condition, than thoſe that went 


before them? To impoveriſn Men in the beginning, 


- Whatever their Profeſſion may be, it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, is the readieſt way to make them poor all their Liſe 
; after. And if this hath been the Cauſe, that. made the 
preceding Miniſter leave his Family in Poverty behinßd 


him, if you take any thing of the Living from the next 


Succeſſor on his firſt coming to it, will not this he to en- 
. creaſe this cauſe? Will it not be to impoveriſh him more | 


than. the other, and the certain way to make his-Family -- 
in the reſult much more need Charity, than that which 
vou would now relieve? For if the Predeceſſor under the 


4 Burt hen of other Charges, with which he came to the 
_ Living, could not avoid this Poverty, how much leſs will 
. the Succeſſor be able to do it, if further loaded with what 


you would now impoſe upon him This muſt: certainly 
a very bad Method of Charity, in which, while yo 


5 be anc Perſon, in want, yon feduce another to be in 


N 


1 


1 
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1 5 want: much more, and while you e one 
. Charity, you lay a Foundation for the making of another 


8 ty, which they dught 
very much depend on the Circumſtances, in which they 
955 ARE their Appearance among them, it is of much greater 


than the other. And therefore 
_ably, and with a truer Reaſon of Charity take from 
the Predeceſſor to help the needs of the Succeffor, than 
from the Succeſſor to relieve the wants of the Predeceſ- 
. for, how Poor foever the Family may be, which he 

ſhall leave behind him. I have already mentioned how 
_ many Ways there are to waſt what a Poor Clergy-mari may 


it him for his Fon jon, ne next perchance a long 
upon his own Charge before he can get a Living, and 
| | when hath obtained a Preſentation to one, there are Fees 
vf Intivntion, Fees of Induction, Taxes for the Stamps 


| making the Houſe fit fe 


55 + bis ft coming to the Living, if not a g. 
and what then ſhall he have to live on, 


THT" 


perchance twice as great. Were the thing duly examined 
into, you would find that more Miniſters by a great Num- 


ber come Poor into Livings than die poor ont-of them, 

and that there is much more need of Charity: 
their firſt Admiſſion to their Benefices, to ſet them up in 

the World, than for the Pooreſt Families, they may lea ve 
behind them at their Deceaſe, to carry them through it. 


r them at 


And fince the Effieacy of their Miniſtry, and the Authori- 
to have over their People, 'doth 


ince that theſe ſhould be helped and relieved, 


you may more juſtif- 


have'of Bis on, before he can get a full Settlement in 2 
for his Sup * Fieſt a chargeable Education to. 


expectaney 


n Bis laſtruments, Co ions for Firſt· fruits, 
for removing , Charges for ſetling, Charges for 

bim, and Charges for Furniture, | 
an end exhault all that he hath of his own 6-4 
at deal more, 
'you take from 


and theſe 


um the axe Harveſt too? I deſire you would confiter! 
: | what 


the Rich Nei 


what an n hard Caſe 920 f (20 we be in. Th. 
way he can to help himſe will to botro 

5 — ak ye rt which is a way bad efiou 5. though 

the beſt which he hath.to chuſe, uh if he hath not Cre- 


dit enough to be truſted, ( and how can it be expected 
that he ould. when he hath nothing ele to 1 . him 


reſponſible, but his intereſt in his Living, which, X-be .- - 2 


die, muſt die with him) his next ſhife (and this is that 
which moſt in this caſe have recourſe to.) is to take up 
his dues of his Pariſhioners beforehand, and to abate one 
half to have the other paid before it be due. For in this 
_ Caſe the crafty Country man Will be ſure to make his Ad- 
cg of the Miniſter's Neceflities, and advance nothing 
beforehand, but with ſuch Abatements as Boll pay him 
ſufficiently for it. And when the Miniſter hath once 
ſuch an Exigency been forced tô fink his Compoſitions, f 5 | 
will de a good while after before he wilt be able to. raile 
them again to their former Value. And when 2 Miniſter 
hath theſe Difficulties upon bs tally half his. Life 
is ſpent in ſtrugline with them, befo re he can Pace 
1 5 them, and will you then chica theſe h LE ulties by 8 add- | 
ing more Charge, and more fond OY im at 11 14 
coming to the Living? Can you find Charity no, way elle 
fo che relief of the 1 200 of the Poor Miniſter, that 
died out of the Liying, but by ſucking, the 'Blogd of the 
next Succeffor, who mes as Pdor, i not oorerilto, it? 
665 What is this bue to take the f doc f "and to calc 
rs, "Tracts. and Rela ah the D S- 
cCeaſed (who are the propereſt Perſons, that ought to 
contribute to the Charity) caſt the Vio Joad of it upon 
vbne, who needs it as much as the other 7 If. Jou would « 
ind a way to help the Poor Miniſter, who comes Hap Fs | 
. Living: under all theſe Diſadvantages, it would 28 a much 
more! e wann, and W the aca Cha- DJ 
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rity y of. the two. Tock al Trades i in the Kingdotn in moſt 
Spchtions there are Funds and publick Stocks of Chari- 
ty for the ſetting up of new Beginners, and indeed it is 
one of the beſt, and propereſt Charities, . that I know. 


For thus to help Men at firſt, is to relieve them all their 


themſelves, but to be able to be uſeful in their Generati- 
on, and Adminiſter to the Wants of others. But with tlie 
Poor Clergyman you ape for taking the quite contrarß 
way; inſtead of helping him, when a new Beginner, you 
are for taking from him, and inſtead of ſetting him up on 
his firſt coming to the Living, you are for * * him 
down, and impoveriſhing him, and ſo under the pretence 
of charitably relieving the Poor Family of his Predeceſſor, 
vou very uncharitably_ reduce him to ſuch Streights, as 
make him and his Family to need it often twice as much. 
T0 this you will anſwer, every Miniſter that comes into a 
Living is not in this caſe. And 1 reply, neither doth e- 
very Miniſter, that dies out of 
behind him in need of that Cb 
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Life after, and put them in away not only to avoid want 


95 al you would procure fo 
2 great many more Miniſters come Poor to their 5 


take from the next Succeſſor wherewith to do it. 


_ ©" But you will here ſay that there are other. 7 ob X 1 
| «hich: may bring a Miniſter to Poverty beſides the ili 


Circumſtances, with which he firſt comes to the Living, 


or the inſufficiency of it to maintain him, which none f 
25 e hitherto * Tay. reach, becauſe tha 
„„ : fs "OO" 


I Living, leave a Family 
ity, which by your Pro- 
T him: F think E may ſafel y ſay- 


than die Poor out of them, and if ſo, how much ſoever 
| | Pro opoſal for the fake of th 
gainſt it wet the ſake of the 
| Charity to give 
| I the Poor Fatily. py a Miniſter may leave behind. 
Dim, as it will be a breach of Charity and Juſtice too to 


\ 


E 
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Himſelf or his Family after him by it. To which I an- 


ſwer, that there may be ſome extraordinary Accidents, 


as a ſudden Fire, or the like, which may impoveriſh a Mi- 


niſter in a great Living as well as in a ſmall; but theſe are 
always beſt relieved, while the Calamity is freſh, and the 
Compaſſion, which it deferves, ſeldom fails of procuring 


from well dif pofed Perſons that Charity, which is ſuffici- 
ent for it, if then asked for; and therefore you need not 
reſerve the load of it to incumber the next Succeſſor. 
Bateing theſe Accidents, if a Miniſter comes into a Good 


Living, and in Good Circumſtances, I cannot ſee what 


Juſtifiable Cauſe there may be to bring him to that Pover- 


ty, as to need Charity for the Relief of his Family after 
his Deceaſe, becauſe if he manageth his Affairs with that 
prudent Sobriety, which becomes a Miniſter, ſuch an one 
| might be able to lay up for his Family while living what 


might be ſufficient to keep them from wanting after his 


often reduce the richeſt to a Morſel of Bread, and bring 
down whole Families from the heighth of Opuleney and 
Honour to be as low as Lazarus in the Duſt. And if any 
of the Clergy have by ſuch Courſes brought Themſelves 


and Families into Poverty, I hope it is not for the fake of 


| thoſe that you are endeavouring ſuch an extraordinaty 


Method of Relief. As for ſuch of the Clergy wh by | 


reaſon of the inſufficiency of their Maintenance, or any 
vther juſtifiable Cauſe have been redi 
Want, there are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons b | 
Juſtice on their fide, that all ſuitable Proviſion ſhou 


made for the Relief of the Families they may leave bekind” 1 


Liv ing may be 10 plentiful; as ſufficiently. to Abbie the 
next Thcombent to bear all that, which you would impoſe 
upon him, without the danger of impoveriſhing either 


to poverty and 


Death. Unjuſtifiable ways indeed there are many, which he 
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: 3 the Prichafe, impai d —2 2 
beginning, and thraugh the Curſe of God upon them for 
this Wielednaſe, have never haen able ta recayer them 
Gives afterwards (es it maſt av end happens in chis Calc). 

if they have waſted: their guhſtanee in; diflohite; and 
proſuſs Hiving; or have by any other ſueb ungutifiable 
and evil Ways breughe Themſelves and Families © Ruin 
aud Want, ſuch ought to bear the Co 

Mſcarriagea, that others [facing what duch Evil Courſes 
bring Men to, may be deterred the Example from da- 

ing Hkewiſt. I mean nat that they ſnauld be feft to ſrarve. 

But ſince their Poverty hath been contracted by ſuch Evil 

aur ſes, I think it wauld be very unreaſonable ta expect that 

any doverament ſhould concern themſelves for the ſabe af 

- ach ta male nem Ius, and eftabüüſh crrgerdinary Me- 

— im onder to their Relief. For this would look like 

uraginę Wiatedneſs, and giving Reward to Vice. 
wrefbre; if y, have ſlieh in your View for the Re 
HE: 5 which you — — — Ur no cms 
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Harveſt after his Deceaſe, ſuch an odd Keafors given, as 


_ the M rr goof mon Sor Bois the eee 
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| Deut 


= . the hs [Paw Hei, dee — the 
cee cor- Occaſiow of feidintroduein lis Cool tute e 


1 cer. — ut on mem eee non * | 
= --- in. man *. Ecclefiarum ſuarum 8 tam in Ornamentis _ in FONTS * 1 


| But this is the firſt I Ye. 
the Faults of Men have been alledged for the Reaſon Fa 
Law granted in their Favour, and for my part I maſt de- 


de the aim of all Good Laws to correct and 2 amend: 
_ Caſe I think inſtead of remedying the il} Conf 


produce them, and find ſome w 
and 


them to Poverty, rather thaw provic 
them, when under it. Were the Patrom obliged 2 ij 


| to remedy the former, andthe ſtrict executing; of the Canons: 2g 
2 Preſent to any Liuing. dealt take fick an Oach; and fac 


5 then: ſtrike! at the root of the Evil, and'foon remedy the 
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- got rep er ol Diæceſis conſuety 


| inem 1 —＋ ſtatuimus, 756 ilidet Beneficial 
_ notre Disceſis, 8 on Dominica-Qu quacung; hora v 2 eceſſerit, ing 
ſequentis Lea gan at af habet pote e one 


el 
by their ill Practices, aud diffolute 


8 


* Sagrene, quo th cer quapropter-i 


ii 


often happow that Retbors of Churches ys 20 "I 3 
when they cane to Die, fl dia _— 
ehr. —— as went never bed ON ents 
after their deceaſe were allowed 7 for this purpoſb. 

nce I have ever met witly, where 


fire to be excuſed from any thing to do in the ma- 
of another. For to makea Law to help Men out of | 
Inconveniencies, which they draw upon thetnſefves-” 
ways of Living, is 8 
them iu thoſe Evil Courſes, v it on een 
this. 


ences it 
would . hk Prion 
to prevent mony, 
ns | 


for the refie 


re onmthoſe in Conrſes in C 


the Oath- of Simmeny againſt felling the Living, as well 
as: the Clerk is againſt Buying it, 105 would 2s 5 great way 


ullt foo amend the other. And cherefors if you could I 
prognre 2 Law to Enact, that Patrons, whenfoever they 4 


vernours of the Church more di: 


way to make He C 
what is amiſo in the Clergy, you πw .U,j 


in eorr 


T4 


wide: Miſchief which proceedeth from. it; but the way, 
ole, Wann 12 W 1 


_.. 


wy 


+ Fault, and give Encouragement to others tc 130 likewiſe. FED 


And thus much having ſaid of the Charity of your Pro- 


_ polal,. I next come to conſider the Juſtice of it. For yon 


lay it is very unjuſt if a Miniſter dies before Harveſt, that 


the next Succeſſor ſhould go away with all the Profits of W 


and therefore you would have a Law made to divide the : 


next Harveſt between the Predeceſſor and the Succeffor in 


; Proportion to the time, that each hath ſerved the Cure 
7 HEE the. Michael mas preceding. But to convince you of 
vour Miſtake herein, I ſhall make it appear to you, 
1ſt. That there is no In; juſtice in the preſent Law, which 
ives the Succeſſor all 5 Profits, that accrue after the 
eceaſe of the Predeceſſor, at what time ſoever he ſhall 
dis. But, 2h, That on the contrary there would be a 
great deal of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion too, ſhould it be 


| otherwiſe. ſettled according to that Alteration, which x ur 


wauld have made herein. 
And, 17, There is no . in the neofent! Ea: : 


which gives the Succeſſor all the Profits of the Loving; that 2 


- from it after. the Avoidance. For, 


„There muſt be a Determinate time, where: the Right of 
of thePredecefſor ſhall end, and that of the Succeſſor begin: 
And what time can be properer for this, than the day of the 


Avoidance, which the Law hath appointed? When the 
Miniſter. dies, he is naturally put out of poſſeſſion, and 


therefore what fitter time can the Law appoint to put him 
legally out of it alſo? And ſince from that time all the 


Services and Burdens of the Church muſt be charged upon 
the Succeſſor, what is more reaſonable, than that from 
that time all 'the Profits. ſhould belong to him alſo? And 
although there may be in this ſome ſeeming Inconveni- 
ence in caſe a Miniſter dies immediately before Harveſt, yet © 
you muſt conſider, Laws are not to be made for particular | 
5 Glas, but for the pn Good, and eee * Ts 


* 5 
. 2 0 4 
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velt Were vie for the ſerving of the Care, and pe 1 85 
other Burdens of the 2 for the whole Year, and this 

Tear was from Lady-i dy- day. But now contrar 2 
to the practice of all C Aiſtians hitherto obferved in | 
Matters you will have the Year to be from Michaels to 
Michaeltmas, that fo the Predeceſſor may according to your 
be entitled to the greater ſhare in it by having his 
Partallotted in proportion to the time, that he hath ſerved 


the Cure from the Michael mas preceding, and the Suceeſ- 


for be the more grievouſly; oppreſſed by it. For accord 
ing to this Scheme at what time ſoever the Predeceſſor dies, 
_ though it be immediately after the former Harveſt, he 
muſt have a ſhare in the next too in proportion to te 
time, he lived after Miebael mas, and the Sueceffor will nut 
only be forced to ſerve x great pare of the Year, as per 
chance from Offober, or November, to the Lady-day follow. 
ing without receiving any thing for it, but alſo; when 
the Haryeſt comes to reward his Labowrs of che following ; 
Year, he muſt be curtzil'd of ſome of that too. Had your - 
9 deſign. one no farther, than to allot the Predeceflor a 

85 Fe of the Harveſy in pro to the time within the 
758 that he bad ferved ehe Cure, that is, from che E. | 
2 prece , fe would heve had ſome ſhow of 
in it, becan wdy-da 


- the Fruits from | | 
are aMfipried for the e 


ge Re Ger Tard But to aſſiga lim : 
Or the Cure act day tO y. But to 

Sdare in the enſuing Harveſt for the ſervemyg'of'the Cure 

| before Lad dq, is to pay him for that'which he hath 
deen paid for already in the Fruits of the Former Harvet, 

Aud hereby the Succeffor, who comes inge the Living a after 
Harveſt, will not only be excluded} His Share of clay 


Harveſt, which is due to him by the ſume Byairy, wheres 
by you claĩm any thing of it for the Predecef ; who ties 


Year, 


| ore  Rarvett; bur alſe * 1 ad Changing 


Year, and beginning it at Michelma, contrary. to Al former 
- uſage. he will be . to allow / the Predeceſſor, where 
the Predeceſſor ought to allow bim. Ang; will Hot * 
*2.Jouble Oppreſſion upon him? | 

zal, The greateſt piece of Laine: in this Matter is IT 
| you ket from the Succeſfor, that which he hath: bought 
and paid for. For the next Year after the Avoidance. is 
not the Succeſſor s, but the Queen's, and although he hath 
the Profits, yet it is by Compoſition and purchaſe from 
her Majeſty. Whatever accrues from the Living after the 
Day of Avoidance for one whole Year are the Queen's Firſt. 

fruits, and the Miniſter for that Year is only the Queen's 

Tenant, and therefore, if you will have a Share of the 

next Ha rveſt for the Predeceſſor, who died out of the Liv- 

ing before Harveſt, it would be properer for you to go ta 
the Exchequer for it, than to the Succeſſor. . But here 
you will ſay the Compoſitions for the Firſt-fruits are uſu- 
ally ſo moderate, as to leave ſufficient over and above out 
of which to make that Allowance, which you would have | 

for. the Predeceſſor. To this I reply, | 
1. Whatever the Compoſitions are, the Queen J Title 
comes between the Predeceſſor and the Succeſſor, which 
cuts off all manner of claim, that the former may pretend 
to make upon the latter for any part of the Profits of the 
Living, which he ſhall receive after his coming: to it. For 
from the day of the Avoidance, the Fruits from thence- 
forth . for one whole Year after are all the Queens, 
and the Sueceflor-hath- them no otherwiſe than by Virtue 

of his Compoſition with her, and therefore, if the Prede- 
ceſſor hath any reaſon of Claim to any part of theſe Fruits 
on the account of his having ſerved the Cure ſome part 
_ of the Year, in which they accrue, he ought to make ie | 

upon the Queen, who hath the Original Right in them, 


and r not * the *. who enjoys them only by vir- 
| | tue 


derate 5 the Price ma y be, he buys the whole. and 
from one that hath Right 00 fel the whole, and therefore 


. it is all Reaſon, that he as well as all others in. the like 
Caſe ſhould have the full Benefit of his Bargain; and if it 


be a good one, it is the Pleaſure of tlie Queen to grant it 


unto him, and what can it be then but Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion to deprive him of any part of ie> Is it not hard 

enough upon the Miniſter. already, that he is'forced ited i 11115 

buy the firſt Year's Profits. of his Living, and will you then ge 


4 0 it harder upon him by obliging him to compound 


again for ſome part of them with the Executors of te 

Predeceſſor? What is this but to make him pay twice for . _ _. 
the ſame thing, which he ought to have without paying 
any thing at all, and ſo put a double Vexation upon him e 


hs 1 acknowledge, that for the moſt part the Compo- 


itions. are not above a ſixth part of the real Value of the 0 I 
Livings, but ſometimes it happens, that they are the ful! 


real Value, and ſome Inſtanees may be given, where they 
exceed it, el pecially in Vicarages, becanſethe Vicars being 


generally i in the Endowments: of; their Vicarages, ehe "a __ 


with all the Burdens of the Church; they compound forthe 
whole, that is, for the Improprietor's part of it, as well as 


their own, and here certainly you mult allow it to be ve- n ents 
ry hard and unjuſt to make the Snecefſor allow any ens. wp OR 
poſitions for them with the Crown | have ſwallowed. then 1 e 


f the firſt Year's Fruits to the Predece 


all before. 


3H, Where the Compoſitions are tower en the reak 4 25 
5 Vale, it is to be conſidered, he ſerves the Cure into te 
Bargain, and bears all other Burdens of the Chureh, and 
that the Abatement hath been made purely on the Account 

| hereof; and therefore there is all the Reaſon in tjñe 
E that Ho only, who ſerves the C Cure during the. 


Tear, 
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Tear, for which the Fist Kulte acid, "ſhould Have the 
Advantage of it. For while the Firſt-froits were paid at 
the full Value of the Ling, the Miniſter: ferved the 
Church the firſt Near for nothing, which being found ve- 
ry inconvenient, as cauſing oſten a Neglect of the Cure 
te rough the inability of the Miniſter to keep Refi- 
dence upon it; while he had no Profits of the 1 1 
for remedy. bereof Pope Jobn the XXIId Anno 1 55 7, b 
E 7 cum in Conſtitution (2) Saſecht ti Regimiuix, moderated the 60 555 
| nonnullis Ec- ſitions to the Value of the Living; as Taxed in the 2 
eli obſer- Books for the Payment of 'Tenths, whereby it was intend- 
| | Fu ian ed te leave about one Half of the Profits to "the Incun 
for ſerving the Cure. For it gives an Option to the Firſt- 
bt . fruics-gatherer either to take the Taxed Value, or the O- 
| quentis anni verplus, Which it would not have done, but that the One 


neficiorum good as the' other, And afterward 


Lim Was ſuppoſed to be as 
AJefuncto, vel the fame Pope by another Conſtitution (b)) Cm nonmullæ, 

er aut Aue Do. 13 19, directly ſtates it as to thoſe Benefices, = 
J 8 which there was no Tax in the Pope's Books, that one Ralf 


| bentibus An- only of the fitſt Years Profits ſhould be paid for the 
n de Con- rſt-ſtuita, and that the other alf ſhot WT to oy 
| #rivilegio, Maintenance of him, that had the Benefrce. And 

2 t 

1 Beniſae the TXth, (eO who firſt made the e 
3 tum, ita 
L be eee * ER . W ls de ju fore f Tuns 
3 a ent, hihi pereihiunt, unde — guitu 1 c 

I mode nequeunt ad eee 8 debitum reſidere in 1 1 ius Be- 


neficiati exiftung,” Noi de- ito ſuper his  remedio providere volentes, er 90 quod i & in 
an fructuum prædictorum perceptione participent, & Eccleſiæ debitis ſervitiis non frandentur,” | 
preæſenti Decreto ſtatuimns, quod illi. gut ixuQus. pracittos ſibi bactenus integre venchca- 
bant ex — ſnetadine; vel tuto nihil exinde ultra ſummam, pra qua unnm-. 
E-quodg; Beneficho tum iyſorom . ia foldtione Decime taxari, quovis modo perci 
. {ed ipſius & N 08 ceptions duntaxat fhe oraniso contenti, totali reduo 3 
brinentibus maftſtiro, nifi forſan illi, qui fructus eoldem ſoliti facrant cum 
wtegritate —— pro fe mafſent ipfum hahere re duum, Kee. Extra . 22 De elec- 
; Tione & de EleQipoteflate C. Saſttpti/Regiminis. | 
- (6) Extra Comm. De Præbendis & itatibus C. cum Nonemulle. 


(c) Theodor. de 4 Niem. De Keifmate lib. 2. c. 7. Thomaſſin Part. 3. üb. K c. a8. 
b. 12. : 222 2 z | 5 
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Firſt-fruits a Tax upon all the Churches under his Sub- 
jection following the Reaſon of thoſe former Conſtitutions. 
did Anno Dom. 1392, make it a general Rule for all Bene- = 
fices, that they ſhould pay no more, than d) one half of (DThomaſſia 
the real Value of the firſt Years Profits, and that the other? 9 — 
ſhould be for ſerving the Cure. Here in Eugland the Firſt-. = 
fruits were paid according to the (dd) Lincoln Tax made (4d) So c, 
in the 20th Year of King Edwerd the Iſt. And the Pope e Hg, 
had them in all the other Dioceſſes of this Kingdom, excep/ Lincoln. 
ting this of Norwich, but here as well Tenths as Firſt- fruits 5 
did, ex privilegio, belong to the Biſhop, till the Reforma- 
tion, who in the receiving of them followed the Conſtitu. 
tions of Pope John the XXIId, and Pope Boni face the IX th, 
in never taxing them at above one half of the real Value 
of the Benefice, as it appears by: the Regiſter Books ſtill 


1 : remaining in the Principal Regiſtry of this Dioceſs. Far 


their Firſt-fruits and Tenths have been ever ſince paid. 


in the appropri ation (e) of the Church of Berney, Anno (e) A 
1350, althoughthe Biſhop doth endow the Vicarage withten . 
Marks per Annum out of the Revenues of the Church, yet 
he taxeth it but at four Marks for Firſt-fruits and Tenths. 1 
And in the Appropriation of the (Church of Gadtereftin , f . 
Anno 1354, although he endows the Vicarage with ten — 
Pounds per Annum, yet he taxeth it for Tenths and Firſt- I 
fruits but at five Pound per Aunum. But at the Reforma- 
tion they were taken here from the Biſhop, as well as from 
the Pope in all other Dioceſſes of the Kingdom, and given 
to the Crown in the 26th Year of King Henry the VIIIth, 
who thereon made a new Valuation of all the Ecelefi-: 
aſtical Benefices and Promotions in this Realm, by which: 


And in the making of this Valuation, as in all former Va- 
luations ſince the time of Pope John the XXIId, teguard 
was had to the Reaſon of his Conſtitution Suſcepti Regimi- 5 
au, and Abatements were 28 Conſideration 1 WW 
n e | | Serv. . 
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85 ſerving of ene ding lden Teer in which the Firt- 
__ fruits were paid. e whatſdever the Miniſter -_ 
of that Year's Profits, over and above his Compoſition; is 
aus Allowance from the Crown for ſtrving the Cure for 
luhat Lear, in which the Crown hath: che Fruits of the Liv- 
Mp ing, that is, from the Day of the Avoidance; and though 
tie Overplus be naw nv by the Alteration; which 
 _ hath ſince hapned in the value of Mony, much higher 
than it was at Hf intended, yet ſtill it is the Allowance 
tom the Crown for the — of the Cure from the day 
of the Auoydauce, and this cuts off all Rretence, hot h in 
Juſtice and Equity of any Claim from the Predeceſſor ta 
any part of it, for his ferving of the Cure before the A 
voidance. For it is the Right of the Crown, and not the 
Right of the Sueceſſor,  that:interyenes to deprive. him of 
it. And if the Predeceffor be a loſer an this Acegunt in 
not baving his ſhare of the Profits of the Living in Pro- 
tion to that part of the Lear, be had ſerved the Cura 
re his Deceaſe, which you think he hath an equitable 
| Kight to, the Succeſfor on the ſame account loſeth much 
a mae, and why then ſtiould not the one bear i it, as well as 
b- the other? If the Sucbeſſor muſt ſuffer his loſs- without 
Reparition: it's all-reaſon that the Predeceſſar ſhould do 
fa too, and not for. that little; which he loſeth, (eek to 
make himſelf - amends upon the other, Who leſeth on the 
fame account Perchance five times as much. | 
But, 4% Whatever Overplus there may be of the Pro- F 
fits of the Living over and above the Compoſition for 
- theFinſt-fruits; tlicre areotherCharges, which the Church 
is burdened with on the coming of a new Incumbent ta it, 
__ which are e to ſwallow it, and often a great deat. 
mice. For there are Fees for Inſtitution, Fees for Induce»! 
= 31 Taxes for. Stamps, and a great many other Charge 
Mi hic ee eee and hen a ene 
—— - b N aye 
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dom will ſcarce have over and above ſufficient to pay them _ 
the meaneſt Curat' $ Wages for ferving the Cure; and What 
then can be more unreatonable, than to deduct any thing = 
farther from him to give to the Predeceſſor, when far the 
moſt part he hath nothing leſt for himſelf? If 9 Gy the 
8 97 may make himſelf amends out of the future Pro. 
fits of the Living, I reply, fo may the Predece lis: ont of 
| the preceding, and the latter may much better bear his 
Part of the Loſt on the Account of what he hath already 
received out ef the Living, than the former can ont bs 
Account of what he is hereafter to receive from it, Hep 
that eſpecially fince the farmer hath a certainty of Poffeſ⸗ 
fion in what he hath already received, which the latter 
_ hath not in that which is to come, but after he hath' ad- 
Vanced what you would have far the Predeceffor, may x 
chance never live to have it again reimburſed unto; hit lin. | 
But if otherwiſe, what pretence of Claim ean yon have 
for foe Predeceffar e the Profits of the firſt Year > 
And if there * nothing of them left to the gucce or aver | 
and above the neceſſary Burdens of the Church | 
maſt an end the Caſe) but what he hath bought 0 


for in his Cempaſition for the Plrſt- fruits, iſt not eye _ 


ry ons ſay, that it is contrary to all Reaſon TE U | 
0 24 aſe e that from e e ie, 


| have i in 3 next corny fo \ abje& — & that it will Ws 
af great Prejudice to the Chureh, as j very : 
to the Hindrance and Obftruftion of thatWor 501. which 


4 Miniſtry is appointed in ie; | For the Work for which 2, 


5 Miniſtry is appointed, is to fupport and maintain the 
arſhip and Honour of God, ani promote Pfety, Holy- 
| aal * mong Men, aud herein the grand _ 


end 


_ 


* 


9 


ok of Religion, and the ſole Intereſt of the Church doth 


conſiſt. And in order to the carrying on of this Work, it 


is neceſſary that every Miniſter ſhould-'bei refident upon 
his Cure for the attending of it, and there have that Au- 
thority among his People, and that influence over them, as 
may incline them to hearken to his Inſtructions, be guided 
by his Directions, corrected by his Reproofs, and hav that; 
1 Regard to his Miniſtry in all other the Duties of it, 
as may make them effectual to all the Ends for God's Ho- 6 
nour, and Man's everlaſting Salvation, which they were 
ordained for. - But how can they reſide as long as deprived 
of their Maintenance? or if they ſhould, How can they 
have any Authority among their People, or any Influence 
over them for their Good, if you do by adding more Bur- 
dens upon them ſend: them into their Livings in ſuch low | 
Circumſtances, as muſt expoſe them to their Scorn and 
Contempt? Is it not by reaſon of the'too great Burden of 
Charges, which is already upon Miniſters at their firſt 
coming to their Livings, that it is uſually a Year, and 
ſometimes. longer, before they can be in a Condition to 
ſettle and reſide upon them? And is not this a very great 
Miſchief to the Church? For doth not the Honour and 
8 of God, and the Salvation of the Souls of the 
People all this while become neglected, and ſuffer Dam- 
age hereby? And therefore if you add to this Burden by 
your new Charge of an Allowance to the Predeceſſor, will 
you not thereby add to the Cauſe of this Miſchief, and en- 


creaſe that Evil 2 Nonreſidence, which is of ſo great Dam - 
age to the Church of God? For the greater you make the 


Burden of 1 upon them, the longer will it be, be- 
fore they will be able to reſide, and conſequently the 


longer will the Honour and Worſhip of God. and the Sal. 
vation of the Souls. of the People be- neglected and ſuffer | 
rs ad. in a0 Pariſhes to — they are call- 


ed. 


(330 


5 ad. And therefore while under the notion wal Charity you Tos 
thus diſable Miniſters from attending their Duty, you run 
into Impiety, and by becoming a Cauſe of Nonreſidence, 
make your ſelves guilty of that decay of Religion, and neg- 
lect of the Souls of the People, which is always the Con- 
| ſequence of it, wherever it happens, and in ſo doing, Sa- 
_ crifice God's Honour, and Chriſt's Flock to the Bag of the 
Predeceſſor. And if they ſhould go to their Livings while 
Low and Impoveriſhed, the caſe would not be at all the 
better, but for the moſt part rather the worſe: For it 
may be leſs damage to the Church for a Miniſter to be for 
a while abſent from his Pariſh, than to come thither in 
| ſuch poor and low Circumſtances, as may make him be 
_contemned and deſpiſed by his People: on this Account 
perchance all his Life after. For when a Miniſter grows 
_contemptible among his People; he uſually loſeth all the 
Effects of his Miniſtry over them; Men ſeldom : caring to 
be any more either Guided or Inſtrudted by ſuch, ' whom 
they have once learned'to deſpiſe. And nothing condu 
ceth more to make Men contemptible, than Poverty and 
A meanneſs of Condition below their Station. For the 
Generality of Men look moſtly to the outward ee 
ance, and uſually meaſure the Reſpects, which they give 
to any one, by the Figure, which he makes among t *4 5 
in his way of Living, and the ſufficieney of his'Purſe to 


ſupport it; and therefore if the Miniſter which comes 


among them fails here, whatſoever the Abilities of his 


1 Parts, and Learning, or other worth may be, this will 


not ballarice the Matter with them, or fave him from that : 
1 Diſreſpect and Contempt, with which tliey uſually treat 


all others in the like Caſe. For they ſeldom have Pene- 


. tration enough to look further than this, or Judgment to 
diſeern what is beyond it; and if they have, they are uſed 
F to eſteem Men only: * "their outward Worth, and not 
Th : their | 


te). 


weir inward ; ; and therefore if 2 Miniſter comes. poor, 
and low among them, he ha} be ſure to be deſpiſed, how 
valable ſoever he amy be in other Reſpects; and how - 
then can © be expected, that his Miniſtry Fool have any 
effect among them? Beſides, Poverty in a Miniſter — 
makes 3 as well as other Men, to degenerate from him- 
felt, and ſinks his Spirit below his Profeſſion. For he that 
is devoted to this Office is ſeparated to the Contemplati- 


on of the higheſt things, and how can his Mind be free 


to this, when he is put to Diſſieulties for his daily Bread, 
and opprefled with the bardſtip of wanting wherewith to 
_ live? It's a common. faying, that a ſcandalous Mainte- 
nanee makes a ſeandalous Miniſtry, and Experience ſuffici- _ 
_ ently manifeſteth its Truth, For where there is want f 
aA Maintenance ſuffieĩent to ſupport a Miniſter, | and 6 Keep up 
his Spirits to the dignity of his Poſſeſſion, it obſtructs his 
Studies, impairs his Parts and Abilities for his Function, 
and often — Bis Mind to ſueh tow. and mean things, 
as make him an the reſult wholly unſit for it, And ſo. the 
great Work committed to his charge for the 9 | 
_ - God's Honour and Man's Salvation becomes fruſtrate of its 
Buck and grows wholly ineffectual in his Hands. By this 
ven may: fully fee of how great Importance it is for the 
god of the-Chinch of Cod. and the Intereft of that Ho- = 
I Rebgion, which he hath given unto us, that the Mini. 
ters of the Goſpel: bave carefully and inticely preſerved 
td them that Maintenanee, whereby they are to be ſup- 
1 "pete the due ant faithful Difcharge of thoſe Duties, 
which they are ealled unto; and of how miſchievous a 
Confequenee it is to the Homonr of God, the Salvationiof | 
Men, and the aan Intereſt of Religion to curtaif or de- 
prive him of 170 part of it, eſpecially at his firſt coming 
2 EN provide Charity for thoſe that want, 
ack: ia I en is a 
very 
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ay. 


FEY: ions and 1awiablt Undertaking, but wit vbodan: 
the; Miniſters Maintetance: wherewitii to dd it, you 
an higher end to promote aJower, und malte the 
75 a of "the Geſpel-off JefusQhri tbg0ibackward litt 
pigully, alienating to another: What hHath been del 
voted to the carrying on of it; amd in ſo doing ydu dd hot 
only deprive the Church of its Dues, and Religion of Its 
1 bat in the Conſequence of it alſd oh GO Ur 
onour, and the People of thofe means of Safvation, - 

lich have been — them. And if this be not 
A wrong to the Church, ad our holy Chriſtian Reli NIC; 
"I habe not injury to Gods Honota, and Mars Satie; 

f this be not an impious Alienation of things Sacred, an 
Eroſßs Sacrilege, I nom not what elſe is "Furthermore, | 
3 The y in its Original and firſt Notion is the Love f God, 
and that Love, — we ſhew unto our NelgHbenr i 
helping him in his Diſtreſs; and relieving Rim im his Watts, 

is no otherwiſe Charity, but as it proce ede from tlie Left 

of God, and is an act theteof capreſſad unto Mam for 
God's, (ike, And hom oddly then do vel new - Your 

Charity, when you rob God to give unto Man z ati ew] 

abſurdly do you call this Charity, when it in ue one 
of the greateſt violations of it? For hen yon kale away 3 
from God and his Church that, which is 0 ſapport © 
Bb onour and Worſhip, that which is to maintain 75 7 
KReligion, and carry on the Intereſt of his Hingdom 4 _ 
Mien, do you not injure — do ot offer grese Wror — 
unto him, and act contrary Love of Rm herein? 


And how then can you an "this Charity, When! 
can be ſuch, but what proceeds from the lde of God fs = 
done for his fake > Should any one for our ſake ive out = 
of his own to help our Servants; when in Diftreſs,” or fe-. 
leive our Children, when in Want z we have rellen 1868 i 
5 tale it * at his Hands, and look on it as * 8 
„„ 
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ſt bis Love. and: 4 Aﬀottics rom ; But if whb takes from t us | 
our own Goods: for this purpoſe, and robs us of what is 
ſet apart for our own peculiar Occaſions wherewith to 


do it, it all becomes Wrong and Injury unto us. And ſo 

in like manner if for C 
Diſtreſs, = relieve any of his Children, when i in Want, 
God will accept it at your Hands as an A& of Love unto 


him, when it is thus really ſuch, and will impute it to 


cs ſake you will give of your 
pt to help and comfort any of God's Servants, when in 


vou aceordingly. But if you take from him the Goods of 


His own Houle the Church wherewith to-do it, and for 
this Purpoſe rob him of that, which is in a peculiar man- 


ner devoted, and ſet apart for his own Service, for the 
Support of bis Worſhip, and the maintaining of his Honour 


among Men, it all becomes Injury, Wrong, and Impiety 
againſt him, and inſtead of that love of God, wherein tlie 
true Nature of Charity doth conſiſt, it becomes one of the 
higheſt Violations of it. And here I cannot but obſerve, 
. of you, who are ſo Zealous in this matter, are 
ſuch, whoſe Families are in no danger of needing this : 
E Charity aſter your Deceaſe, and yet you muſt enjoy the 


Benefit of it as well as the moſt indigent; and alſo that 
you being grown aged in the Church are paſt all expecta- 


tions of being Succeſſors to others in any of the Prefer- 


ments af it, but ate ſure of having Sucœeſſors to your ſelyes, 
which gives a ſtrong reaſon for Suſpicion, that it is not ſo 


much Chatity, as a greedy. aim to your own Intereſt, that 
is. the true Spring which ſets this Defign on work, and 


Hook the whole Contrivance of it is only to make tlie maſt. 


your Livings for your ſelves, and ſecure the next Har- 


of t of them after your Deceaſe for the Benefit of thoſe; 


to whom you ſhall think fit to diſpoſe of them: 80 that 


while vou cry Charity, Charity, and make all this noiſe 
about it, you are in truth only * how to enrich 


your . 


| we 37 3 7 
ers own Famifies with the Goods or the Church. and 
therefore in the ſame manner, as Judas, you will have 
that ſold and given to the Poor, which is devoted to 
Chriſt, not that you eare for the Poor, but that with an 
"MONTES Craft like his; you may prog for your own Bag: 
40, and Laſtly, What you;propole is not only eontra- 
ry to Charity, Juſtice, and the good of the Church, but 
will alſo be to the Prejudice and Damage even of thofe, for 
whoſe-ſake you pretend to defire it, that f is, of all the 
-_ y-in Eng Hana. br, | ; "764 
1 „It is a on gerons Precedent; and may prove of ve- 
5 15 ill Conſequence to add any new load of Charges upon 
the Clergy at their firſt coming to their Livings.* There 
is too much of this upon them already, and if you once 
open a way of adding further to it, you cannot tell where 
it may at laſt end. For men are apt enough already to 
think they can never put too much N thoſe, who 
are newly preferred, and if they object againſt it; 
or in the leaſt repine under the burden (as there is 
reaſon often enough for them ſo. to do) the anſwer uſu- 
ally is, what have you not 4 good Living, aud cam Jon note be 
content to pay a little out of it? And by this means of add- 4 
ing load unto load upon the new preferred (g it one (9 Thomaſi ; 
came to that paſs in the Church of France, .that'it coſt the e 5 6 6 
_Glergy the firſt three Years Revenue of heir Livings-be- 414 Cardinal: 
| fore they! could be ſettled: clear in them, and it was the Richlieu, in 
fourth Fear &er they received any thing out of them f W 40 

themſelves though they ſerved the — all the while. plains, ther in 


And if you do by ſuch a Precedent, as you would now? 2 2 


make, encourage Men to do ſo here too, adn bohe: TEA rhe ee 
dieſt way tb bring you ales to the . 6 oe ite” f 12 5 A 
7% et 62% Þ x % 26:5 18 Iz 's #3 T3931 i; 257 their Bulb, and 


| aber 83 6 NE ufually ear ay Ik three ff 7 wh W their. Alber, ſo that it 18% 
the fourth Tear, before they gan receive any thing for 8 to nc of them W Biſbopricts, 
R enable nie TO in them,. Part. 2. NE 2. Set. 4. P- 73. | 
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"EF If che Profits of the Living cnt 
| oe g divided between the Predece —— 
Pn the time, which each — — 

eceding, as you J muſt 
azk-the Gen, Who is to Ante the Partition? What 

Ach is to have depending upon the valne of the Living? 

There will ſo many Controverſies ariſe about it, as will 

cauſe almoſt as many Law-ſaits, as there ſhall be Avoid- 
ances, in which the Plainti and the Defendant contend 

for their Dividend, each will in the Charges of the Suit 
tofe'as much as they Sue for, and often much more, and 
| the Lawyers ran away withthe whole. 80 that inſtead of 
obtaining by your Project any Benefit to the Family of the 
Fred ecefſor, you will effect nothing elſe by it, but only to 
Ming in a Bone of Contention between hem and the Syo- 
* to: Vex; Turmoil, and Impoveriſn them both. 

h, H thus you fend Minifters to Courts of Judicature 
bot the Valubs of their Livings, the effect of this will. 
De, chat the real Values of Ecclefiaſtical Benefices will 
_ after a while be all publickly proved; and entred on Re- 
I cord, which will bea ready way to have the fifth Bond 
mil upentheClergy, and afl beret theirFirſtefeaits 
ere and Tenths according be full extent of 'what their Liv- 
3 x A grgs are worth. This was attempted in the time of King 
1 þ 5 with "Sher the IL and would dave thee been certainly put in 
Vierntion, bat that the Cimrges, which the Ning maſt 
| 5 = mae bern at to make u ne. Valuation, when ſtated | 

appointed. to conſider the matter, 


A bt Jag .;thoſe; who were : 
Wh _ ariſe bighine on, asdiſcouraged him from : 


> wy Sung ody further wich it, Zut if vet ſhould 
ttake effect, and ince hereafter:ſhall either out of His 


3 f : eo: 8 . 
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a Affection to the Clergy or out of a deſire to encreaſe 
eee er their Colt, reſume the Kan He 
vn find a Valttat rien ready made r bis Hands, 


"re 


when they firſt come to their Livings,'2s 


| vbere the true values ofLivings have been 
what then can binder, but that 100 Deſigu may be put in 
: | your Projett: by making way for it 
5 prove:the Ruin of all the ia the Kingdom? - 
45. Werewhat you propoſe fſedintsaLaw, it worfd 
be {© far from Advantage to any of the 
"Clergy, that even thoſe, whom it would bring-the 55 
eſt Benefit tu, would be more Hurt, chan Helped 
Fot by the ſame Rule, they are to receive from the 8 — 4 
ſor, they muſt pay to the Predeceſſor, aud the Former ill 
be fo für from making amends for the latter, that when 
bach ace baitlanced r. the whole wM appear to be 
—— ee, ſult; but Damage, Iifchie, ar 
_  Oppraſſion even' to: thoſe, for whole: Take/ 2 pre | 
1 25 ſolicit this matter. NL | 


ye to che 
_ again, when they ſhall die out of them, which reduceth 
the matter 40 this Queſtion, Whether it "be Perter for the 
Miniſter to have foty Pounds tor Jiiftaheets ds On ug, 
when bee frſt comes in 10 His LAving, or elſe chat Sam - 
Twenty, Thirty, Forty, or porelianes Fifty Years After 
for the aſe of his Bxecutor, hen he men die out of 
it ne the Iaw nom it, / hes to receve ft, when Ne f 
eomes into Mis : but'necortling to chat Akceration, 
ich yu rd ave made in the Law, it is to Be tateg 
| fromhi nen how hs firſt comes into tho Living, onto be yþ 
—_— amn Vean after, asd have t ed | 
heſhall die outof it. And which oftheſe two Wil be welt for 
the Advantage of him, and his Family A chinkis plan 
to determin, When Miniſters Zeſt come” to theit Living! 
2 . to great Diffieueies ec defray che Ch 
t Admi 
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bon, . lettlemert in them; and there- 


fore 
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fore GEE will then certainly be moſt . tothem, | 
for want of which they are often forced to borrow upon 
| hard Terms, and put to other very diſadvantagious Shifts 


to get where with to ſupply; thoſe Occaſions, which — 
then have for it. Beſides, when a Miniſter firſt ſets up in 
the World, he then hath moſt need of all the help, that 
can be given bim, to enable him to ſettle among his Peo- 
ple in ſuch a manner, as may be ſuitable to his Function, 
and. ſecure: him thoſe; Reſpe&s, which are due thereto. 
And therefore, had he — Forty Pound ( the Sum I 
have above mentioned for Inſtanee) what with the Con- 
venience he will then have in it at a time when he will 
moſt need it, what with the Benefit of being delivered 


from the diſadvantagious Ways which he muſt otherwiſe 


take to raiſe it elſewhere; amb what with the Improve- 
ment, and Advantage, he may after make of it, that 
which. is Forty Pound at his firſt coming ta the Living 
may be more worth than Four Hundred to pox Te la aq 
the time of his Deceaſe. So that in truth under the 
tence of befriending the Families of deceaſed Mini 


vou will oppreſs them, and while you would fecmito dd. 
 Heve., them, vou ruin them. For you take from them 


Pounds to give them Pence, and to procure ia little for 


them at the time, when the Miniſter dies, you take from 


them in the beginning what would be worth more to them 
in the Concluſion, chan! ten times as much. By this means 
of: gland to that: ill Cuf- 
which is ſtill kept — to the La in ſome 


Cathedral Churches, 0 giving the Predeceſſor the Tear 
after his Death, and 


OW diſadvantagious that is to eve- 
ry one in thoſ Churches, is elear enough not to encou- 


Ex any elſe to follow the Example. For ſuppoſingithoſe 


referments may be worth one, two, or three Hundregd 
n, would i. not he much more to the Ad- 
* 


9 


vantage of every one, that comes into thoſe Places, to re.! 
ceive the firſt Years Revenue immediately, when it is due, 


for his own Uſe and Benefit, when he may perchance __ 


moſt need it to pay his Firſt-fruits, and defray other 
Charges of his firſt Admiſſion, tlian to be put off to have 
it paid his Executors, thirty, forty, or perchance fifty 
Years afterwards, when he is deceaſed ? Would not the 
bare Intereſt of this for all this while amount to a great 


deal? And might not a good Husbandry improvement of 


it in his own Hands make it much more? And doth not 


all this damage at laſt redound to his Family? And there- 


fore is not this Cuſtom, which ſeems to be introduced in 
their favour, in Truth and Reality a very great Injury and 


Diſadvantage unto them? And will it not be the ſame o 


the Families of all other Miniſters,” if the ſame Uſage ei- 


ther in part or in whole ſhould be brought into practice 
among them? To you, who have never allowed any ſuch 
thing to your Predeceſſors, I confeſs it would be an Ad- 
vantage to have this allowance made to you by your Suo- 
ceſſors, and there is reaſon to ſuſpect, as I have already 
told you, that your own Intereſt in this particular is in 
trutli and reality all that you drive at in this Propoſal. 
But when the Law comes to bear upon all, and every one 
muſt pay, as well as receive, and pay ſo long before he 
will receive it again, it will be ſo far from bringing any 


Benefit or Relief to any one, that it will'be all Damage, 


Injury, and Oppreſſion even to thoſe, whom you pretend 


moſt to help by it, and in the reſult; where à Miniſter 


: lives long, may prove a loſs to him and His Family often 
times of greater Value, than all the Benefit hoy: can receive 2 To 
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from it. 
And thus far having fully! hid open the ill Conſtqucntts 


. of your deſign in every particular; and clearly ſhown, how | 


ik. is e to 1 N the 888 of the church, 
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(a) 


wa allo the Intereſt of thoſe, for whoſe fake you a pretend | 
to promote it, I ſhould now conclude, hut that too much 
of this being often praiſed. without a Law, which you 
would procure a Law for, to the great oppreſſion of ma- 
ny poor Clergymen at their firſt coming to their Livings, 
and the great hindrance of that Work, on which they are 
fent, I cannot paſs it over without making thoſe Reflect. 
225 upon it, which the Iniquity of fo foul and _ 2 Pra- 
| h deſerve. Fino tor 
W when a MoOar dies, who n A Wife or Chit. 
dren behind him, there is uſually a great cry of Charity 
for them, and in truth they are often left fit Objects for it; 
- and thoſe, who are ſo ſenfible of it, as thus to Nall fo toads 


for Relief for them, would do a very worthy and com- 


mendable act, if they would out of their own Purſes con- 
7 towards it, or find ſome other way, for the Com- 
and Support of the Diſtreſſed, that would be juſtifia- 
e and — But inftead of doing this, the Burden is 
uſually ſhifted off from the ub Kindred, Friends, and 
Nei af the deceaſed, who are moſt able, upon one 
who needs. Help and Ralief very often as much as the 
Other, and from thoſe, who by reaſon of their Relation, 
Friendſbip, or Acquaintance are moſt obliged to it, 1 — 
ene, who for the moſt part is an abſolute Stranger, a 


the next Succeſſor, made hear the whole. And to this — 


aſſoon as the Miniſter is dead, application is uſually. made 


to the Patron to ſuſpend his preſenting a Succeſſor to the 


Living for the fix Months, which are allowed him by Law 
for the providing of a new Clerk, and if thoſe will not take 
in the main Profits of the Living, the Biſhop is-next ſolici- 
ted, and often prevailed with = add his fix Months too, 

that ſo theWidow may have the whole Advantage of the 
Benchce aftar her Husband's deccaſe. as long as all the 


* ann make uſe of can procure : it for ber, ring 
1 88, 


1 3 
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. 
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0 his Living were to be her Joynture. And IO the Law 
” ceſſor, the Patron is alſo 4 not to give his Preſen- 
0 


mit the Widow quietly to ey all that, which bs by t 
indirect and illegal Means extorted out of the Livin ng for 


lected, and the other after this manner de Et lamely and 
harch be in 
_ double manner violated and broken by it, yet all 0 1 8 


be overlocked for the ſake of the 
Chureh-Governours, as well as others, be made neglect 


crilege, Simony, and Oppreſſion, and wherever aQilcd 
is to the prejudice of the Church, the difhonour Pe 


” D Foe: 17 Here is a Promiſe dy on et Clerk EY 
the deceaſed Miniſter all that, which is defired; and What 
is this, but direct and moſt manifeft Sjmony ? 2 For to pro- 


miſe any thing that is Mony, or Mony's Worth, in order 
to obtain the Living hath always been adjudged ! to be ſuch. 


4 5 _ 
_—— 

— — 
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ta). 


gives all that aeerues from the Avoidance to the next Sac 5 ; 


tation to his Clerk, but upon 


mife, kt he will py . 
of 


her, and renonnce his own right in this particular. "And 
laſtiy, To compleat the matter the Neig hbopring Mini- 
ſters undertake in their turns to ſupp ly the vacant Pulpit 
for her. And although their own Cures be hereby neg- 


inſufficiently ferved, and fo the Law of the 
idow , and the 


their Duty, that her turn may be ſerved in fecuring for 
her as much of her Husband's t Living after his Dęcęaſe as 

they are able, and all Partjes muſt be thought ta he doing 
a very laudable, and good Act, that are concerned here. 
in, whereas in truth it is a moſt fog! Complication of Sa⸗ 


and the great men te and N of the Mini, thay nexe 
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he hath his Prefentation, that he will allow the Widow of 


way hath the Patron to oblige him to this, but by telling 
him, that otherwiſe he ſhall not have the Living, and what 


And when the Clerk is inſtituted: UE fwears, "That be — 
5 | 4 
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wrade no Contract, nor Promiſe direckly or indirect ly by himſelf,or 


any other to his Know! edge, or with: his conſent to any Perſon, 


| or Perſons mbatſoever for or concerning the procuring, or obtain- 
ing of the Living, he is to be inſtituted to. And is not this 


Practice of the Patron's putting ſuch a Condition upon his 
Clerk of making the allowance abovementioned before he 
gives him his Preſentation, and the Clerk's promiſing to 


= 


perform it, directly contrary to the Tenor of this Oath? 
And how then can the Patron exact any ſuch Promiſe, or 
the Clerk make it without rendring themſelves both guilty 
of this horrid Crime ? For the Patron to exact ſuch aPro- 
miſe before he will give the Living, is certainly Simony; 


and for the Clerk to make this Promiſe, and afterwards 


take the Oath againſt it, is not only Simony, but alſo a 
moſt wilful, and Preſumptuous Perjury. And how can 
any Patron expect, when he ſends his Clerk into the Cure 

with two ſuch great and horrid Crimes, that the Blefling 


of God ſhould ever attend him in any thing, that he-doth 
therein? Or how indeed can either of them expect any 
thing elſe, but that, ſince the one to obtain the Living 


yields to ſo wicked a Condition, and the other forceth it 


their Lives after for ſo great a Wickedneſs? _ 


* 2 <4 


upon him, the Curſe of God ſhould purſue them both, all 


2. Here is alſo in this Practice an Alienation of what 


hath been devoted to God and his Church to another end 


and purpoſe, whereby the Honour of God, and the Salva- 
tion of the Souls of Men, for the promoting of which the 


Endowments of Churches were appointed, do ſuffer great 


Obſtruction, and damage through that neglect of the Cure, 
which muſt neceſſarily be conſequent hereto. - So that 
here is not only a defeating of the Church of its Endow-- 
ments, but alſo of God, and his Holy Religion of all the |} 
Ends, for which they were appointed. For Churches are 

endowed, that Miniſters may be maintained in them, =_ g 
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the- end and a of their Miniſtry is «to LTupport. God's 
Honour and Worſhip, and promote Piety, and Religion, 


and ſet forwad ches abet of the Souls of Men in the Pa- 
riſhes where they are called. But all this muſt fail, and be 
ſet aſide, where this Practice is made uſe of. For that the | 
Widow of the Deceaſed Miniſter may have the Profits of 
the Church for the next Year after his death, no Miniſter 
is appointed to ſerve that Cure for a great part of that 
Year; if not the whole, and where there is no Miniſter, 
there can be no care taken of the Miniſterial Duties, and 
for want of them Religion, and all that belongs thereto 
muſt neceſſarily fink, and run to Ruin. That the Neigh- 
bouring Miniſters ſuppiy the Pulpit in their turns dot 
not ſalve the Matter. For this is but one part of the Mi- 
niſterial Duty, and that which falls very much ſhort of 
the whole. For beſides Preaching, it belongs to the Mi- 
niſter to be alway ready to Adminiſter to his People all 
other ſpiritual Aſſiſtances and Comforts, as their Souls 
Health ſhall require, and to have conſtantly avigilantEye 
over them, and to Exhort, Rebuke, Admoniſh, and 


imploy all other Means for their an in Grace, arid'in 
all good Works, as on all Occafions ſhall be needful for 


them. And all this muſt be — where there is no 
M.iniſter appointed, and ſetled upon 
while the Pulpit of tlie Vacant Church 
the Neighbouring: Miniſters in their Turns, they do every 
one neglect their on Pulpits, ſo that in Truth, the whole 
| Miniſterial Duty is as much neglected, and the Honour of 
God, and the: Intereſt of Religion as much prejudiced 5 


Place. Befides, 


this way of ſerving the Cure, as if it were abfolately, and 


wholly deſerted, and not ſerved at all. For — ſome 


part of it be performed in the vacant Pariſh by preaching 
the Word, yet in this Method as much of it is always neg- 


al in another. For when the 3 Miniſter 
* as 


ee. | 


er — ͥ (—᷑—— — n 


is thus ſupplied by 
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| ly there cin 33 1 — at his own, and therefore, 
Wien chat little of che Miniſtrrial Duty is performed 
thete, which is all thut is intended by this Scheme, it is 
always purchaſed with the Neglect and Omiſſion of as 
much of it elſewhere, 80 here is a robbing of God, and 
his Church of that which is devoted to him, and not this 
only, but a concomitancy alſo of all the ill Effects of it. 
For by ta king away the Maintenance, you take away the | 
" Miniſtry, and by taking away the Miniſtry, you take awa 
the Means whereby Religion is ſupported, and ſo rob Go 
of his Honour and Worſhip, Chriſt of his Church, and whe 
People of their everlaſting; Salvation. And what is this 
but Saerilege with the warſt of thoſe Conſequences accom- 
panxing it, which uſe to attend that horrid Impiety > For 
25 Theft is the-robbing-of Man, fo Sacriſege is the rob- 
bing of God, and how can God” 'be more robbed, chan in 
"dhe Manner as F have now ſaid ?: 
3. Hor much of Injury and O or effion: is induded n 
- this Practice in refpett of the Miniſter chat next ſurceeds in 
the! Living; that hath been already ſaid, Which doth 
abundantiy detnonſtrate it, and therefore chere Þto need, | 
mat l ſhould hero repenc it again. 
And thus far aid open che intquity of thus Prac- 
ice hope it may ednduss tothe undetelving of many, h 
have too caſily 25 drawt in by te fair ſhow of hurity, 
which it rartics with it, to mate themſelves Actors here- 
in, 8 involved themftives in Simony, Sucrilege, 
ani! the great Gppreſfion-of the Minifter, that next ſue · 
— without beingaviarcof che Wickedneſs of what they 
#dving.' Charity is a moſt Pibas and Worthy Act, when 
peri Lat it outght, chat is, when out of the Love erf 
we ſhe our Love un our Brethren for his ſake, f 
25 to rclie va —— 1 — and dring e 
Si © 2M * 


x ©, * wy T * OE * 5 9 * 2 9 ee wry fo * r "I" ww ” I" ax 4 n 
> Pp p : $4 N ES a ERS Eos no bn Ei I fant KY 3 9 "> rng 
j ET”, bd : ; OY LE WI TAB ny ts, „% YE CY TOES 
\ 5 93 1 2 e n ; „ 5 „3 * 
: F 8 c « Z 
\ Y "> 8 4 4 N 8 4 s . 2, ; "* N 
c : — * 5 8 » 
J 4 : : * L _- © 
' . f 0 | * n * 3 
* * 4 9 oy. 4 3 
— 7 2 8 2 W 4. RR 
fy 1 5 „ T's 
» 4 Fa 8 6 1 1 
0 q $38 a . "ie . 
- = RR 
8 : Ra” y 

4 a > oi t- 4 
: 4 > F E f 
. c * N. © 
- ©, . . BB | a 

” ” =. 
| * 1 » 4, 

8 
. 3 — 
6 - mi 
W i > = 
ä 2 
£4 : . £ 
e - 

"» _ 
+ F 
a 3 x 


them, when they ſtand in 1 of ie ad the Families * =_ - 
Miniſters deceaſed are often left fit Objects for it. But 
to do ſuch Impious and Unjuſt things to promote it, —_ 
. whereby God is diſhonoured, his Chitrch Robb'd, ani =—_ 
out Neighbour oppreſſed, is to Poiſon one of the greateſt r 
of Chriſtian 8 45 with the worlt of Cotruptions, and SE 
turn all into Sin and Iniquity, \. 

Bur here you will perchanee ſay, thoug h the Succeller 


bath the Legal Right to all that acerues fo the day of 


this Truſt is Executed, his w 


5 1 
. 
4 


the Avoidance of the Living, yet is there no Equity for 
the Predeceſſor? Suppoſe he lives to the day juſt before 
Harveft begins, muſt he loſe all of it, and although e 
hath ſerved the Cure all the Year before, muſt” he ft ar 
all be conſidered for it, but the Succeffot go away with 
the whole Revenue of the Benefice, who bath done no- 
"thing of the Service, to which it belongs ? To this I an- 3 
ſwer, what is Equity in this Caſe, and what is not Equl- _ 
ty, I will lay down in theſe following Poſitions. RR 
I. There is neither Juſtice, nor Equity, that thePatrow Ag 
ſhould intermeddle herewith, or take upon him to deter. 
mine, What part of the Fruits hall beföng to the Pied. 
ceſſor, and what to the Sueceſſor. For he bath no 
at all to interpoſe herein. He is only a Truſtet᷑ apps 
ed by the Church to find a fit Clerk on a Vacancy to pre. 
ſent to the Biſhop" for the filling of the Cure, and when: 
Right is ſpent, and ue 
hath nothing more to 40 with the Bettefice, or ' 
belonging to it, till another Avoidance ha enn AS f. 
| the Endowments of the Living, or the Fruits agd Profits. 
from it, he is wholly exttided all manner of 
Right, roſt, or Concern in them. For neither the Free- 
hold of the Benefice, nor the Cuſtody of the Fruns do de- 
volxe unto him at any time, but the former on the deatit. 
5 5 the Miniſter is G in Abeyance I aan. 
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1 * the Tealts aro-3 in the "Ft of the Biſhop for the uſe 
bot bim, who ſhall be next inſtituted into the Living. 
Y And therefore for the Patron to take upon him to diſpoſe 
-\ Vt; any. of the Fruits of the Living, while void, is what he 
/ - hath no direct Right to do, and if he doth it indirectly 
by unjuſt Means, he is guilty of Fraud, Colluſion, and 
breach of truſt herein, and makes himſelf, and his Clerk, 
when he forceth him to conſent hereto, both- Simoniacal : 
and Sacrilegions i in ſo doing, as I have above fhown., _ 
2. It is not Equity, that the Predeceſſor ſhould claim to 
be conſidered for ſerving the Cure from the Michael mas 
progeding, becauſe the Year being from Lady-dey: to La- 
2 * time in which he ſerved the Cure 55 Lady - 
| ay 162 sto the former Year, and he having already 
received the Fruits of that, he hath had his Reward, - and 
therefore. cannot either in Juſtice, or Equity Claim it 
ain. TEE TITEL t 
; _ In caſe the Miniſter dies immediately after. Harveſt, 
= ewe is as much Reaſon and Equity, that the Succeflor . 
| ould be allowed out of the Harveſt preceding by the Pre- 
deceſſor for ſerving the Cure to the Lady-day following, 
as. that the Predeceſſor in caſe he dies ee eee before 
Harveſt ſhould be allowed out of the Harveſt following by 
ee for the time he ſerved the Cure from the La- 
Ada preceding. For the Fruits of the Beneſice, at what 


4 


time ſoever received; are for tlie ſerving. of the Cure for | 

the whole Lear; and therefore, if there be Equity for tùnñe 
Predeceſſor in his Caſe, there muſt be alſo che like Equity 
for the Succeſſor in his, or elſe you muſt allow it to . . 
4. If the Predeceſſor bath the diſad vantage of it, as the 
Law now ſtands, in caſe he dies before Harveſt, he hath 
alfo.the Advantage of it in Caſe he dies immediately-af- 
ter. Haryeſt, and conſequently the. Succeſſor, as he hat 
the en the former . ſo hath he the Diſad- 
has ot vantage 


$a; 
bn”! 


* 20 ks 
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— later. And therefore if wh Succsfſor be 
leſt to take his Diſadvantagious lot, as well as his As... 
tagious, according as it ſhall happen, without Remedy or. 


ſor: ſhould be left ſo too, and not᷑ that all the Advantage 
be given to the one, and nothing but the Diſadvantage 
left ꝛ to the other. And indeed, when both Predeceffor 
and Succeſſor have an equal hazard to exch, and both 
ſtand as fair for the one Lot as the other, its Reaſon each 
ſhould: be mines with that er happens, 30 it which 
it will. 131 248 1 Py BRA. 
17 it Fe thowehe bands that: 0 @ predeceſſor hould 
ſerve that part of the Year, which he lived in the Cure 
from the commencing of it, fornothing ; ; it is as hard up- 
on the Succeſſor, who, when all Charges are deducted, 
| hath Gioſt an end noching' remaining for ſerving'the' other 
part, And therefore, ſince it hath ſo h te is alto- 

- gether as equitable, chat the one ſhould — the cure be 
nothing, as the other; at leaſt if the Predeceſſor muſt 
bave his lofles rep aired, there can be no reaſon, that Re- 
Priſals fhould be i: for them upon che Succeſſor out'of 
the Profits of the Year, when he ſcarce ever hath any | 
of them left over and above his Charges to pay 
| ſelf! The trueſt Equity in both theſe Caſes" ſeems to be; 
that, ſince both are loſers; both ſhould bear their own 
Loſs, and neither of them charge any thing of it v} 


* K% 0 e 


1 other. 81 C HY JOY. 2198 7 
e mn be inquired, ar: erhas dime the Bredeceflor'y 
8 Right in the Living did begin, whether his predeceſſor 
might not have died about the fame time, and in Caſe he 


| etivefl. For if he in the ſameCaſe allowed nothing to His 
Freftece ior, there is no E „ nor Radl that hisSue- 
| GI art th ng to! Bim. u ee LOS 0115508 
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| Relief, there is all Reaſon and Equity, that the Predeceſ- 


him- _ | 


Of the 25 


| did, what was allowed him out of the Harveſt after re- 
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bet to 6 ache thePredcceſſor o out 
ot the Living for the time he hath ſerved the Cure that Year 
in which he died, there is all Reaſon, and Equity, that all 


chat which is charg ed upon the Living that Year; be firſt ; 


- deducted,” that is, Firſt-froit., 'Taxes to the Queen, and 
Poor, Charges for Inſtitution, and Induction, and all other 
neceſſary Expences, and Payments, which he muſt be at 
on his firſt ſetling in the Benefice. 
reckoned as tlie Burdens of the Church that Year, and muſt 


de defrayed out of the Endowments. and Revenues of it. 


And when all theſe are diſcharged, and deducted, if the 
Overplus ( for that only is the clear Profit that Year Y be 
en between the Predeceſſor and Succeſſor in propor- 


tion to the time, which each hath ſerved the Cure from 
Lady day, it is all which I think in the utmoſt Rigor of 


Exp can be pretended to. But when all theſe Beduc- 
tions ate made, I believe there will be very 
Euagland, where there will be any thing found over and 
above for a Dividend. | 


So that in the refult;after all the Struy ole an Noiſe that 
oughly to be ex- 
amined and ſearched into, the Law, as it is now eſtabliſh- 
ed, will be found to be the beſt ſtated and ſtanding Rule, 

which can be made concerning it, and that there will be 
no danger of e either Juſtice or en but by 1 

Variating N 

But here you will Th Muſt there then be no reguard 
had to the Poor Widows, and Chitdren of deceaſed Mini- 
paſſion be ſhown towards them, or 


= made in this matter, when it comes t 


from 1 . 1 * 


ters? Muſt no Com 
any Provifion at all made for them? To this, I anſwer, 


None ſhall be more ready, than I will always be for the 


Providing of all ſuitable Relief for them in a juſtifiable 
Way. I reckon this i is, what we in this Kingdom are De- 
alte and F 32 in. * oel Proteſtant Churches in 


1 1 


For all theſe muſt be 


few Livings in 
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des rts of Chriſtendom have proviſic ons for the wives 
11 5 Idren, which their Miniſters may leave behind 
them at their Deceaſe, ſtated and ſetled by Law. And no 

3 Chriſtian. State is more obliged to this, than we in this 
| * Kingdom, becauſe by that great number of Alienations of 


Tithes, which were made'from the Church into the Hands 
of the Laity at the Reformation, a multitude of our Liv- 
= ings are ſo impoveriſhed, as not to be ſufficient to provide 1 
1 a Miniſter with a tolerable Competency, While he lives, 
much leſs to enable him to leave wherewith to ſupport a 
> Family after his deceaſe. But is there no other way of 
> finding Relief for them, but by robbing God, his Church, 
: and the next Succeſſor ? Are there no other Means of pro- 
"= viding Charity for their Support, but at the price of Simo- 
F | ny, Sacrilege, and Oppreſſion? It is againſt this Evil and 
Tn 17 5 75 Way only that I argue: Eind out any other, that 
1 | is juſtifiable, and honeſt, and I ſhall-be moſt ready hearti- 
1 ly and zealouſly to concur with you in it. For I truly 
\ think jt a great Defect among us, and a Reproach to the, Þ} 


t | - whole Nation, that ſo little is done in it already, ſince fo 
„many Reigns are now paſt ſince the Reformation, in all 

- 3} which it hath been continually complained of, and never . 
„ pet redreſſed. And I think we cannot be excuſed, till ſome 
e legal Method be ſettled by the Government to make Proviſi- 


} on herein. And becauſe my deſtroying your Way may not 
be thought to be from any Deſign of obſtructing ſo good a 
Work, 1 will ſupply you with another, which after mx 
moſt ſerious Thoughts on this Matter, feems to me the 
3 moſt proper for the Purpoſe, as being not only free from 
all the Objections, which I have made againſt that, which — Þ} 
you have propoſed, but that which in all likelyhood will 
prove the moſt effectual to anſwer the End intended, and 
all this without grieving or oppreſſing any Body. And an 
At of Parliament can Ts this way, as well as eb 
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1 (32). 
- which you propofe. And therefore, if you will alter 500 
Petition, and ** this way into it inſtead of the other, you 
hall have both my Hand and my Heart to concur with yo 


in it. 1 will propoſe t to you in theſe following Articles, 


i That the whole Body of the Clergy do equally take 
upon them this Charge of providing for their own Poor, 
| that is, the Poor Widows and Children of Clergymen de- 
_ ceaſed, in the ſame manner, as every Pariſh W Mc 
25 thoſe that fall into Poverty in it. 
2. That in order hereto, the Clergy of every County be 
8 incorporated, and have ſtated Meetings, and proper Fl 
_ cers appointed to manage this Matter. 
3. That the Officers appointed do Annually lay an equal 
Rate upon all the Ecclefiaſtical Benefices f an the County, 
= . tr the maintaining of thoſe Poor belong theClergy, 
in the ſame manner as the Overſeers of t foor do in eve. 
ry Pariſh, make à Rate for themintaining of the Poor be- 
longing to the ſaid Pariſn. 
46᷑. That aLicenſe of Mortmain be granted to every fach 
8 Corporation to purchaſe and hold Lands to a valne'T In pro- | 
| Hap to the Number of Pariſhes, which are in the aid 
County. 
5. That all Pariſhes be diſcharged om making proviſi- 
n 3 — fuch Poor, as tlie Clergy are to be charged 
with according to this Propoſal, and that in conſideràti- 
on hereof all Miniſters of Pariſhes be diſcharged from all 
pPioors Rates in their ſaid Pariſhes for their Eccleſiaſtical Be- 
- nchices, and be charged for them only to 1535 ene 
1 W N own Poor; _—_— other. a 25 5 


_. 


1 Hy All: the Difficulty in thisPropoſal wit be 65 t ern 
ày exeuſed from — rated for their Benefices to the Pa- 
1 n n But de e, the Clergy . Aries 


— 


| Pariſhes from ſo many Woch as. vgs to them, it is bur 
equitable, and reaſonable,” that the Patiſhes ſhould dif- 
charge them on the other Hand of ſo much of the Pariſh- 
Rates, as is laid upon their Benefices, in order to maintain 
them. And the Widows and Children of Clergymen, 


have a very juſt Claim to the publick Charity of the Na- 
| = tion, in that they, who left them in this Condition, died 
in the publick Service of it; and that eſpecially ſince the 


deceaſed for the moſt part is, becauſe they themſelves were 
not ſufficiently provided for while living in the Station, 


Church ſo much of its former Endowments, by impropria- 
Miniſters would have been in a Conditipn to have provi- 


being the Cauſe of that Poverty, in which Clergymen ſo 
often leave their Fannlies behind them, when they die = 
reckon they are under a more than ordinary Obligation! We. 
take care of a ſuitable proviſion for them. To turn them 


| hard for Perſons of their Condition. The Character of 
thoſe they were ſo nearly related to, and the rank Which 


were living, do require, that they ſhould be maiutained Ii 


a Rule of Charity among the Jews, (i); that ifa Perſon of ©? Male 
the better Rank ſhould fall into Poverty, and Want, he Metanoth At 
Was to be relieved in a manner ſuitable to his former Con- niſim cap. 10% 
dition, and there is Reaſon for it, becauſe hen Men have | 

been habituated to a plentiful and opulent way of living 
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when reduced to Poverty, and Want, by their Deceaſe, 7 


Reaſon, why they were not better provided for by the 


in which they ſerved. Had not the State taken from the 5 FE 
ting them into Lay-Hands at the time of the Reformation, 


ded for their Families themſelves, and therefore the State 


over to the Allowance of the Parochial Poor, will be too . 


the Dignity of their Function did put them in, while they 


a better manner than this, after their Deceaſe. It was 
es in Tray 


all their LIVE * t 50 will 8 nor, things even for 
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_ "Ge they: * * , 10 Life, thaw aber eople,. wo 
=_ Have peen more hardily bred: and therefore if allowed - 3 
ng more, than what is: given the meaner ſort barely to 9 F 
-” keep them from ſtarving, they cannot be maintained byiti” | 
And therefore fince the Character of the Miniſter, while 
be lived. the Dignity f his Function, and his. Station in 
= the publick Service of the Church, in which he Miniftr&d, þ| 
did put him and his Family above the ordinary ſorgezwf | 
People, it is reaſonable, that his Wife and Children; {| 
5 which ke. leaves behind him at his deceaſe; if afterwards a 
Xx reduced to want, ſhould be conſidered, and provided for |. 
In a manner ſuitable to their former Condition, and not be 
prought down ſo low, as to be put on the ſame Level wich 
tſttzzhe meaneſt of Beggars, and the vileſt Scum of the People im 
2 Parochial Allowance. As this will be a diſgrace to the 
Function, and a q ſhonour to the Order, of which the Pet= | 
1 _ fon was, to whom they were ſo nearly related, fo alſo wilt |. 
ij not only be inſufficient to relieve their Need, 5 motre- 
1 Iv carry with it ſuch a load of Indignity, and Contempt 
== © . yponthe Perſons themſelves, as none of them, con dering 
_ their former Condition will ever be able to bear or fiibmic 
do. And therefore, as long as there is no Proviſion for 
AF them, but in ſuch a Way as this, which they cannot ac- 
- ceptof, and whichalſo would be inſufficienc for them if 
they could, it is the fame , as if they were not prov 
vided for at all, and it tilt lies upon the Nation to take this 
_ eare of them, which Charity and Juſtice do require. And 
in what better Method can it be done, than im this, whielty 
Tow offer uno you? For if they be put into the Hands 
ef the Clergy themſelves to take care of them; * 5 
be ſure;they wilt be provided for in ſuch a ſuitable and E 
dient manner, as every one of them will be glad ae - > 
568 wall wiltbedully comfortably 1 | 
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F- | Wedge new 9 5 of: phe ar 35 this Chart . 
1 only a part öf that, whit is already 55 „„ 


EXD 2 ol lets Maintenance of à part of che Nation's Poor, 
Which they are bound to ptovide for, as well as the other. 
Neither do we ask an -gaſe-for the Clergy, in this mat- 
ter, beeauſe if e upon them the whole 
bolt providing for the Cler rgy's Poor, that is, for- t 
daous and Children of Clergytnen « ceaſed, that are left 
5 5 in Want, and do it in fuel ' manner as is ſuitable to 
| their Condition, as welt as their Needs, as it ought to 
be done, the Expences v the © gyn muſt be at here- 
„ in will rather W than any way fall ſhort of that, 
| whichithey-arc now charged with ig vn Peers Rates * 
3 their Pariſhes. And. therefore what can be more rea- 
fonable and juſt than that, hen they take upon them 
in the manner as E have propoſed, the Bürden of wholly, 
providing for the former ſort of Pooꝶ they be wholly” 
exempted from being charged any thing to the i 
en and that at the ſame time they diſcharge the Laity of the 
„which they take into their Care, the Laity diſ- 
charg e them of the other? For otherwiſe, the Clergy 


— 


28 


; charged double to what others are charged d 
= 1 ae e, which is by no means intended: by this Pro- 
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plainly aid: before you my 
Senne pie the Matter you propoſed, and 
pe hoe what I have faid, hath by this time made your. 
E fully "ſee your " Engr herein: . 1 Honfeſs 1 have. enlarge ” 
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